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Letters to the Editors 





Questions Reasons for Reunion Opposition 





Motives Appealed To 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

For some days I have been trying to 
compose a satisfactory letter about a pamph- 
let recently sent me. Every time I end up 
suggesting that the writer of that pamphlet 
is not Christian in his motives, and I do not 
feel I am in any position to do that. 


Let me lay the matter before you. You 
may be well aware of it. I am for Presby- 
terian union, and have been. I came from 


the Northern Church. But I have discovered 
that there are some things in our Southern 
Church that are superior to the Northern 
Church. Having found that out I wanted to 
re-examine my position on union. After 
studying both sides I am again convinced 
that union is by far the best. The argu- 
ments used by those against union are be- 
coming, as others have said, the best argu- 
ments for union. 

In a pamphlet recently received entitled, 
‘The Proposed Union Is Only a Step—Not 
the Goal’’ we find the writer arguing that if 
we join with other Presbyterian bodies now 
we shall some day be drawn into a general 
merger of all Protestant churches. He points 
out that the Presbyterian Church, USA, has 
already sent representatives to meetings look- 
ing forward to that end. Listing the churches 
who sent representatives to such a meeting 
in Connecticut, some years ago ne puts in ital- 
ics the names of TWO NEGRO CHURCHES. 
What that says to me is that the writer 
considers it wrong to unite with Presbvterian 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying— 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 


(Continued from last issue) 

Judge John Fulton Mrs. Wm. Duncan, Ill 
Lovisville, Ky. Hopkinsville, Ky. 
Robert P. Adams, Jr. 
Lovisville, Ky. 


James Gunn 
Lebanon, Ky. 


P. H. Pleune M. H. Alcorn, Jr. 
Lovisville, Ky. Hazard, Ky. 
M. C. Bowling Thomas Makin 


Red Springs, N. C. 
L. Virginia Skerritt 


Nicholasville, Ky. 
Mrs. J. L. McCauley 
Petersburg, Va. Cynthiana, Ky. 
Mr. & Mrs. L. H. Smith, Mr. & Mrs. Milton P. 
Jr. Reid 
Mullins, S. C. Bristol, Tenn. 
Doris Jean Gloff Mrs. Muriel Brooks 
Austin, Texas Louisville, Ky. 
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*A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyterians 
Reunitel summarizing an editorial series, with 
more than 140 signatures, will be sent free of 
charge for a stamped, self-addressed envelope. 
Or, 25 for 25c; $1.-per 100. 
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bodies because some day there will be a 
general merger of all Protestant groups in- 
cluding Negro ones. He is appealing to the 
prejudice against Negroes, for some readers 
will say, we don’t want to unite, because 
Negroes will be in it some day. 

If the opponents to union must make such 
an appeal to win their case, then can we not 
suspect all the other reasons given as being 
based on prejudice or on some selfish cause? 
This to me is not Christian. And the rea- 
sons against union are not coming from open 
minds willing to let the Holy Spirit direct 
them, but from minds of those who have 
some selfish cause to promote or some special 
personal gain to be made. 

JACK W. WARE. 

Carolina Beach, N. C. 


Why Not Presbyterians? 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Enclosed: check for $4 for two new sub- 
scriptions at the special rate. .. . 

My husband and I enjoy THE OUTLOOK 
so much and I especially enjoy the letters to 
the editors. It is always well to hear both 
sides of the question but I think the main 
aim of union is to be united in Christ, and 
how can we be when so many of our church 
members think only of the material things? 

If our U. S. church thinks we are so much 
better, why not absorb the USA and others 
so they may benefit too? Everyone who is a 
professed Christian should be interested in 
benefiting his fellowman. And if the USA 
thinks it is better than the U. S., let it 
absorb us—just so the doctrine is true Chris- 
tianity from the heart. 

But best of all, why not just be Presby- 
terians? 

MRS. C. E. BUCHRER. 

Lawson, Mo. 


Inundated 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

Please send me 25 copies of The Case for 
Union, for which I enclose $2. I am con- 
ducting a study group in the church here on 
the union issue. Our officers have been 
inundated by anti-union literature and I want 
them to have both sides clearly and fairly 
presented. 

NORTH CAROLINA. 


Thank You 


TO THE OUTLOOK: 

‘ . I read your paper with such interest 
and admiration for its fine Christian spirit 
that I am subscribing again. 

May we Presbyterians help answer the 
Lord's prayer in John 17:21, ‘‘That they may 
all be one."’ 


C. A. CARRIEL. 
Stuart, Fla. 


. 
Baptists Too 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 

I am a Baptist but enjoy your publication, 
find the Sunday School lesson very well done, 
and I use it as I teach... . 

SAN ANGELO, TEXAS. 


THE COVER 

This is Bethlehem, five miles south of 

Jerusalem. In the foreground is the 

Church of the Nativity, traditional site 

of the birthplace of Jesus.—Monkmeyer 
Photo. 
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(1) Sydnor Series 


(2) Considered ‘Remnant 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


Is the series on hymnody by James Sydnor 
to be published? I would desire to purchag 
such a helpful guide.* 

Keep up the good work on THE OUT. 
LOOK. I did not agree some time ago. | 
was opposed to union but when I considereq 
who would be the ‘‘remnant’’ I changed my 
mind. W. A. ENGSTROM, 

Natalia, Texas. 


@ NOTE—It is probable that the Sydnor 
series on congregational singing will be pub. 
lished within the next year.—Eds. 


KRAEMER TO A.T.S, 


Charles E. S. Kraemer, pastor of the’ 
First church, Charlotte, N. C., has ac. 
cepted a call to become president of the 
General Assembly Training School, Rich. 
mond, Va., and will assume his duties in 
February. Dr. Kraemer, a native of Bon 
ham, Texas, and a graduate of David 
son College and Louisville Seminary, 
has been pastor in Charlotte since 1945, 
He will succeed Henry Wade DuBose, 
who has served at ATS since 1944. 


Charles Jones Received 


By Congregationalists 


Charles M. Jones, formerly of the 
Chapel Hill, N. C., Presbyterian Church, 
was recently received as an ordained 
minister in full standing by the Eastern 
North Carolina Conference of the Con 
gregational Christian Church, 

Mr. Jones, following the Orange Pres 
bytery controversy of the past year, was 
dropped from the roll of ministers. He 
had requested a transfer to the Congre 
gational Christian conference in view of 
the presbytery’s statement that he was 
in ‘good and regular standing”’ and that 
no charges had ever been preferred 
against him. This request was denied 
(OUTLOOK, Oct. 5) and his name was 
dropped from the list. 

His reception into the new denomina- 
tion was reported as without debate. 
The Community church in Chapel Hill 
where he is now the minister, meets in 
the Hill Music Hall on the campus od 
the University of North Carolina, with 4 
reported attendance running between 35 
and 500. The congregation works in full 
cooperation with the other churches of 
the community. 

Meanwhile, the Chapel Hill Presby- 
terian Church which he formerly served, 
reports a membership of 400, which is 
more than it had last year, despite the 
removal of 63 members to the Commt- 
nity Church. Twenty-one elders ané 
deacons were recently installed in the 
church, following a course of instruc 
tion given by Robert J. McMullen, the 
acting pastor, 
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Auburn Schedule 


Tuesday, Dec. 29 

1:00-7 :30—Registration 
4:00-5 :30—Exhibits 
6:30—Supper 
7:15—Group singing 
7:30—Opening worship. 
Mackay 

9:30—Recreation, talks with leaders, movies 


Address: John A. 


Wednesday, Dec. 30 

8:40—Worship 

9:00—Recapitulation of Mackay address 
9:30-10:50—Discussion groups on Mackay 
address 
11:15—-Address: 
12:30—Lunch 
2:00-4:00—Exhibits, talks with leaders, etc. 
4:00-5:30—Bible study groups 

6:00—Supper 

7:15—Group singing 

7:30—Address: Ben L. Rose 
9:15—Recreation, talks with leaders, movies 


Kenneth Scott Latourette 


Thursday, Dec. 31 
Same schedule as Wednesday, except: 
9:00—Address: W. Taliaferro Thompson 
10:45—Bible study groups 
7:30—Address: James A. Jones 
11:30—Watch Night service. Address: Frank 
W. Price, Moderator. 


Friday, Jan. 1 
9:00—Worship 
9:20—Address: 

pleton 
10:45—Group singing 
11:00—Commitment service 


Charles B. “‘Chuck’’ Tem- 


Survey Directors 
Hold First Meeting 


The Board of Directors of the Presby- 
terian Survey, authorized by the last 
General Assembly, met for the first 
time (Dec. 8) in the offices of the Board 
of Christian Education in Richmond. 

J. K. Roberts, Danville, Va., pastor, 
was named chairman; Mrs. Graham G. 
Lacy, Washington pastor’s wife and on 
the staff of The Chaplain, is vice-chair- 
man; and Bluford B. Hestir, Decatur, 
Ga., representing the General Council, 
is secretary. 

Members of the Board, showing terms 
of office, as named by the Assembly’s 
Nominating Committee, are: 1954: R. 
H. Stone, Charlotte, N, C.; Leo Aikman, 
Marietta, Ga.; Mrs. Alfred P. Jones, 
Roanoke, Va.; 1955: Dr. Roberts; Mrs. 
Lacy; Willis Osborn, Atlanta, Ga.; 1956: 
Dwight M. Chalmers, Greenville, S. C.; 
DeWitt Reddick, Austin, Texas; 

Six permanent members, representing 


the Assembly’s agencies, are: Mr. 
Hestir, Marshall C. Dendy (Christian 
Education); Mrs. L. M. McCutchen 


Hundreds of Young People Focus on Quadrennial 


HOLIDAY MEETING AT AUBURN NEARS 


At least 1,300 and possibly as many 
as 2,000 Presbyterian young people are 
going to invest a good portion of their 
Christmas holidays in looking at the 
world situation and their own relation 
to it. 

Under a theme of “The Christian’s 
Mission,’’ the 5th quadrennial youth con- 
vention of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., will open in the auditorium on 
the campus of Alabama Polytechnic In- 
stitute in Auburn on the Tuesday night 
after Christmas. 


Mackay Is Keynoter 


John A. Mackay, Princeton Seminary’s 
president and the Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian, USA, General Assembly, will 
keynote the convention in its opening 
session, 

The U. S. Moderator, Frank W. Price, 
is also one of the speakers, scheduled 
for the Watch Night service on Thurs- 
day. 

Other speakers include: Charles B. 
‘‘Chuck’’ Templeton, evangelist for the 
National Council of Churches; Kenneth 
Scott Latourette, Yale Divinity School’s 
professor-emeritus of missions; W. Tali- 
aferro Thompson, Union Seminary in 
Virginia; James A. Jones, Myers Park 
church, Charlotte, N. C.; and Ben L. 
Rose, central church, Bristol, Va. 

Presbyterian young people 17-24 and 


(World Missions); Charles H, Gibboney 
(Church Extension); Bernard MclIlhany 
(Annuities and Relief); and Evelyn 
Green (Women’s Work). 

Little information was given out by 
the board following its day’s conference 
but it was understood that much of the 
time was spent in business details and 
in discussing ways of increasing the 
circulation of The Survey. 

The new board has been technically 
charged with the direction of the pub- 
lication since the last Assembly. It is 
responsible directly to the Assembly for 
the promotion of the overall program of 
the church and its agencies through 
this medium. 

Three sub-committees were named to 
deal with personnel, content and busi- 
ness. These are expected to report at 
the next meeting in March. 


others who are leaders in youth work 
will make up the convention. Early 
December figures were reported at 1,300 
with a rush of registrations anticipated 
as Dec. 29 nears. 

Bible study is a feature of the three- 
day meeting. During recent months 100 
youth leaders have been preparing them- 
selves to lead this part of the program, 
with a guide on the Book of Acts, You 
Shall Be My Witnesses,* by Ernest Trice 
Thompson. Three hour-and-a-half peri- 
ods are set apart for this. 

In addition, registrants are supplied 
with an impressive series of three other 
books* for their advance homework: 
That They May Have Life, by Daniel T. 
Niles, designed as a fresh statement of 
the missionary motive; A Call to Evan- 
gelism, a study guide to be used with 
the Niles book, by Rachel Henderlite, 
T. Watson Street, Felix B. Gear and 
Harry Goodykoontz; and “I Know” (The 
witness of Christians around the world), 
giving 21 personal statements by natives 
in the church’s mission fields as to what 
being a Christian means in their lives. 

With this pre-convention subject mat- 
ter in hand and under the stimulus of 
headline speakers, leaders and delegates 
look forward, as in the preceding four 
conventions, to memorable days at 
Auburn and beyond. 





*Books listed here 
from Presbyterian 
Richmond 9, Va. 
$8.30. 


UCW ASKS PRESIDENT 
TO REPUDIATE McCARTHY 


New York (RNS)—President Eisen- 
hower and Secretary of State Dulles 
were urged by United Church Women 
here to issue ‘‘a forthright Administra- 
tion statement repudiating the attitude 
and behavior’’ of Sen. Joseph R. Mc- 
Carthy, (R.-Wis.), 

The organization, a general depart- 
ment of the National Council of Churches, 
said in a letter it believes that ‘‘such a 
stand on your part would greatly 
strengthen the position of our country in 
the eyes of the world.”’ 

Expressing its ‘‘warm’”’ congratula- 
tions to the President and Secretary for 
their recently voiced ‘‘resistance to Sen- 
ator McCarthy’s continued criticism of 


are . $1.50 for the set 
Book Store, Box 1176, 
Convention registration is 








U. S. foreign policy,’’ the United Church 
Women's administrative committee said 
the organization would ‘‘welcome and 
support’ the statement of repudiation 
it called for. 


Copies of the letter, signed by Mrs. 
James D, Wyker of Columbia, Mo., pres- 
ident of UCW and chairman of the ad- 
ministrative committee, have been sent 
to more than 1,900 local councils of 
church women in 48 states, it was an- 
nounced. The local units were urged to 
wire their ‘‘personal conviction in the 
matter’’ to the President and Secretary. 


Agency Receipts Seen 
As Below Year’s Need 


As the current church year draws to a 
close (Dec. 31), Assembly agencies re- 
port receipts well below the assigned 
quotas but generally ahead of the same 
nine-months period of a year ago. 


Annuities and Relief (Nashville), $99,- 


925; increase, $1,701. 


Christian Education (Richmond), $199,- 
155; increase, $15,238. 


Church Extension (Atlanta), 
increase, $61,071. 


$369,887 ; 


General Fund (Atlanta), $208,606; in- 
crease, $37,277. Interchurch Agencies, 
$8,224; increase, $1,117. 


World Missions (Nashville), 
increase, $197,774. 


$979, 049; 





Christmas Will Come Again 


By LUCIA 


O YOU suppose you could find room 
in one of your closets for a doll 
carriage?”’ 

My neighbor, Rita Stanton, came to 
my apartment one evening last Decem- 
ber to ask that eager question. ‘‘We 
gave Phyllis a baby doll last Christ- 
mas,’’ she continued. ‘This year we’re 
going to give her a carriage for the 
doll and we want it to be a surprise!’’ 

“Indeed I do have room,’’ I agreed 
heartily. ‘‘I’ll be glad to share in the 
preparations for your little girl’s Christ- 
mas.”’ 

“Then we'll have the carriage deliv- 
ered to your address tomorrow,” Rita 
answered happily, ‘‘and we want you to 
come over on Christmas morning to see 
how much Phyllis enjoys it.”’ 

“It looks to me as if you are going to 
enjoy your daughter’s gift as much as 
she does,’’ I commented, smiling at my 
friend’s enthusiasm, 

“You are right,’’ Rita replied. ‘I’m 
going to be just as pleased as Phyllis 
will be about her new carriage. You 
see, I’ve waited a whole year to give it 
to her.”’ 

Noticing the puzzled expression on my 
face, she went on to explain. ‘‘Phyllis 
is only four years old now. Last year, 
when she was three, she became very 
much interested in dolls, and we found 
a nice one for her. I was going to give 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, recorded from a radio-telephone panel are James 
Appleby, of the faculty of Union Seminary in Virginia, and Clayton C. Craw- 
ford, pastor of Richmond's Forest Hill church. 


WHY THE OLD TESTAMENT 


Why does the Bible contain the Old 
Testament? 


APPLEBY: I certainly would hate to 
have a Bible without the Old Testament. 
Really I think you appreciate the New 
Testament in the light of the Old Testa- 
ment. Somebody put it like this, ‘‘The 
New Testament is enfolded in the Old 


Testament; the Old Testament is un- 
folded in the New Testament,”’ and in a 
real sense I think that’s true. The Old 


takes us back to 
whenever that be- 


Testament, of course, 
the very beginning, 
ginning was. In the beginning God was 
there. It tells us about the beginnings 
of the human race, it tells us about the 
beginnings of the special group that God 
raised up, not because of any merit in 
them, but because of a real purpose that 
they might perform in the world. It 
tells us about the preparation for the 
coming of Jesus Christ, the long looked- 
for coming of the Messiah. It tells us 
about the great dream that men had 
that God would come some day here on 


4 


earth. It tells us about the great pro- 
phetic utterances of men like Jeremiah 
and Isaiah. How poor we would be 
without ‘“‘The Lord is my Shepherd. I 
shall not want,’’ or ‘‘Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and all that is within me bless 
his holy name.’’ What is the meaning 
of true religion? Listen to Micah’s 
definition ‘‘to do justice, to love mercy 
and to walk humbly with thy God.’’ How 
poor we would be without the Old Testa- 
ment. 


IF SOMEONE BETRAYS YOU 


Do you think you can worship in 
your church when you know someone 
has betrayed you? 


CRAWFORD: I think I could. I think 
it might be a little difficult at times if 
that person was in the church, remind- 
ing me of his betrayal, but when all is 
said and done no one can stand between 
God and me, unless I allow him to, so I 
think we could say that we can worship 
God in our own church even in spite of 
the betrayal of someone close to us. 


MALLORY 


her the carriage, too, and several other 
elaborate toys. 

“It was my husband who helped me to 
plan more sensibly for our daughter's 
Christmas. ‘What are we going to give 
Phyllis next year?’ he asked me one 
evening, when I was in the midst of a 
furore of preparations. 

**‘IT don’t know,’ I answered soberly, 
‘I hadn’t thought of that.’ 

“It seems to me,’ Blake advised, 
‘that Phyllis will enjoy her toys more if 
we give her a few at a time, instead of 
surfeiting her with good things. Besides 
that, presenting her with too many toys 
would be giving the child a wrong im- 
pression of our family status. Our in- 
come is adequate for moderate needs, 
but not for extravagant spending. We're 
saving money for Phyllis’s years of 
college, and there will be many things 
she'll need that we shall want to get 
for her as time goes on.’ 


‘‘Blake’s suggestion helped me to de- 
cide that it would be better to postpone 
the purchase of a doll carriage until 
another Christmas time. However, we 
did provide a homemade doll bed for 
Phyllis last year—a project that was a 
pleasant pre-Christmas occupation for 
both her father and me. Blake made 
the little bedstead and I used pieces 
left over from Phyllis’s babyhood crib 
materials to make a mattress and cov- 
ers. I made clothes for the doll also, 
and Phyllis has spent numberless happy 
hours dressing, undressing, and caring 
for her make-believe baby. 


“The carriage is really more appro 
priate for her this year,’’ Rita added, 
‘‘because our little girl is old enough 
now to take her doll baby up and down 
the block for an airing, just as a friend 
of ours takes her real baby.”’ 


“TIT can readily understand how one 
might wish to lavish gifts on such a 
dear little person as Phyllis,’’ I re 
marked, ‘‘but I’m sure a child is hap 
pier with a few toys than with such a 
clutter of playthings that none of them 
has much meaning.”’ 

‘‘We’ve proved that to be true,’’ Rita 
agreed. 

‘Since that conversation with Blake 
last year I’ve been thinking a good deal 
about Christmas giving, and I’ve con- 
cluded that a superabundance of pres- 
ents emphasizes only the material side 
of Christmas. The true idea of giving 
at Christmas time is spiritual, com- 
memorating the greatest Gift of all— 
God’s Gift of his Son to the world. We 
can provide for our children nothing 
finer each year than a deepening sense 
of gratitude for that wonderful Gift.’’— 
Issued by the National Kindergarten As- 
sociation, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Here is a Christmas message from the 
minister of Riverside Church, New York. 


The Light of the World 


Jesus said, I am the light of the world. 
—John 8:12. 


T IS a familiar sentence but long 
acquaintance with it does not make 
it any less astounding. The thing about 
it that rivets attention is the magni- 
tude of the claim. There is something 
here for which there is absolutely no 
precedent or parallel in history. There 
have been leaders among men whose 
personal pretensions have been un- 
pounded but there has never been one 
who has come within sight of a claim as 
stupendous as this. 


On any showing Christ is the central 
figure of history. Whether we approach 
him along the line of his place in his- 
tory or his power over men this is 
true. 


He is also the moral and spiritual 
illuminator of the world. With his com- 
ing a new spirit entered into human life. 
Through his influence great movements 
of reform have swept the earth. All 
down the centuries his has been a saving 
force. The attitudes, habit, sentiments, 
values, philanthropies of men have been 
profoundly affected by him. Behind our 
belief in the inalienability of human 
rights is his estimate of the infinite 
worth of every soul. Behind our con- 
ception of the dignity of human labor is 
a workshop in Nazareth. Back of every 
movement for the redemption of society, 
as on our ambulances and mercy ships, 
is the most sacred of all symbols, a 
cross. Our hospitals, our orphanages, 
our schools, our churches mark the 
forward march across the centuries of 
the spirit of Christ. 


Unto all peoples of the earth, 
A little child brought light; 
And never in the darkest place 

Can it be utter night. 


No flickering torch, no wavering fire, 
But Light, the life of men: 

Whatever clouds may veil the sky, 
Never is night again. 


A World in the Dark 


The difference Jesus has made in the 
world is the difference between night 
and day. I am not saying that all was 
completely dark before he came, Many 
stars of truth had shone prior to his 
advent, but they were not enough. In 
spite of the great Hebrew prophets, in 
spite of Socrates and Plato, and Con- 
fuscius and Buddha, the world was still 
groping in the dark. 


DECEMBER 21, 1953 


By ROBERT J. McCRACKEN 


Gilbert Murray, an expert in the lit- 
erature of the period, says that civiliza- 
tion was on the verge of collapse. Juda- 
ism had become a formal religion, the 
Pharisees play actors going through the 
motions, the Sadducees materialists. 
Among the Gentiles, the temples of the 
gods were unfrequented and in many 
cases falling into ruins. Men were skep- 
tical and cynical. Pilate’s question, 
“What is truth?’’ was typical of the 
mental climate of the time. The only 
philosophy that had taken any sort of 
hold was an open and frank material- 
ism. Yet everywhere there was an 
awareness of a personal and corporate 
need, a need sharpened and intensified 
by the fact that the Roman Empire, the 
buttress of law and order and civiliza- 
tion, was slowly but surely disintegrat- 
ing. Matthew Arnold’s lines come to 
mind. 


On that hard Roman world 
Disgust and secret loathing fell: 
Deep weariness and sated lust 
Made human life like hell. 


In that hard Roman world the Chris- 
tian Church took its rise. Its members 
banded themselves together into the 
closest unity the world has ever seen. 
Read what they had to say for them- 
selves and what do you find? For them 
the darkness was past and the true light 
was shining. They knew that Jesus was 
the light of life shining in a dark world 
in the same way that they knew the 


NEXT BEST 


| wish I'd seen him as he lay 

In the manger, made soft with hay, 
The light of heaven round his head 
Bright on those beside his bed; 
Warmed by the breath of gentle beasts; 
And hushed by the songs of angel hosts; 
Shepherds and magi, led by the star, 
Kneeling to offer him gold and myrrh. 





But | can see his holy face 

In every little child of grace; 

Can watch sweet Mary bending there 

In every mother's tender care; 

And know that Joseph's quiet mind 

Is in every father who is kind; 

Can bring him gifts in my own way 

Like all the wise, on Christmas Day. 
—NATALIE BLANTON 


difference between night and day. They 
knew it experimentally, because when 
they accepted him they were no longer 
bewildered and confused. The way was 
clear before them. They had not only 
found the meaning of life; they had 
found life itself. 


If He Has a Chance— 


To those who give him a fair chance 
Jesus still proves himself the light of 
the world. When we take him seriously, 
open our lives to his spirit we find his 
promise true; we no longer walk in 
darkness but have the light of life. No 
one else does for us what he does— 
changes our outlook, develops new in- 
stincts in us, creates in us a concern for 
the welfare of others. He is the moral 
and spiritual illuminator of our world 
touching nothing that he does not en- 
noble, our conception of God, our esti- 
mate of man, our sense and scale of 
values, 

It is humiliating to think how reluctant 
men have been to take him seriously, 
but one fact stands out clear and in- 
controvertible: whenever and wherever 
he has been taken seriously light has 
come to the world. Francis of Assisi 
took him seriously and think what hap- 
pened in Europe. John Wesley took him 
seriously and think what happened in 
England. William Carey took him seri- 
ously and think what happened in India. 
Walter Rauschenbusch took him seri- 
ously and consider what has happened 
in the United States. 

More and more Christians have re- 
solved to seek the application of the 
principles of Jesus to the economic and 
political life of men, with the result that 
more and more our social ideals are 
approximating to his standards—our 
ideals for the family, the school, the 
hospital, for social service. In the study 
of the man of letters, in the classroom 
of the teacher, in the councils of econo- 
mists and industrialists, in the discus- 
sions of workmen in factories and mines, 
the influence of Christ is felt, even by 
those who do not acknowledge his claim. 

Is this too optimistic a reading of the 
situation? With the world, like the old 
Roman world, on the brink of chaos 
can it be maintained that the difference 
Christ has made is the difference be- 
tween night and day? After all, it may 
be protested, Christianity has had nine- 
teen hundred years in which to work, 
yet things seem to be going from bad to 
worse. There are some who say quite 
candidly that so far as they can see, in 
times as terrible as these, Christmas 


5 








only has a message for those who fly to 
it as an escape from reality. 


I cannot see the Christ Child 
For the soldiers marching past. 
I cannot hear the angels 
For the bugle’s angry blast. 
I cannot see the Christ Child 
For the smoke is in my eyes. 
I cannot hear the shepherds 
For the little children’s cries. 


The contemporary situation provides 
an abundance of grist for the cynic’s 
mill. The world is in such an appalling 
state that it seems almost a mockery 
to invite people to sing about peace on 
earth and goodwill among men as the 
sequel to the coming of Jesus. 


Was Jesus Defeated? 


But we should not forget that there is 
another set of facts to be reckoned with. 
Addressing a public forum some time 
ago, Kirtley Mather of Harvard affirmed 
his faith in the moral order of the uni- 
verse and in the ultimate triumph of 
spiritual values. When he had finished 
the first question asked was: ‘‘How can 
you believe in a moral order when Jesus 
was so cruelly defeated?’’ Mather 
paused for a moment and then replied: 
‘In the light of what Jesus did while he 
was here on earth, and what has been 
done in his name since, do you really 
think that he was defeated? I do not.’’ 

Nor do I. It is disappointing that nine- 
teen hundred years after his advent men 
should still be living in insecurity and 
fear. It is no less disappointing that our 
generation like its predecessors should 
refuse to make room for Christ and to 
take him seriously. It is not his way of 
life that has been tried and found want- 
ing; whenever and wherever it has been 
tried it has brought light to the world, 
as he said it would. He has shown us 
the way; he does not force us into it. 
He is not the Dictator of the world, 
resorting to compulsion to extend his 
empire. He waits patiently until people 
see the light he has brought. It is not 
the Prince of Peace who has failed our 
generation; it is our generation that has 
failed the Prince of Peace. As H. G. 
Wells said, ‘‘The truth is the Galilean 
has been too great for our small hearts.”’ 

This is no time to be apologetic about 
the Christmas Festival. God be thanked 
for Bethlehem! In the message it brings 
lies the one hope of the world. It is 
responsible for the fact that there are 
millions of men and -women who have 
been so affected by the principles and 
spirit of Jesus that, whether they ac- 
knowledge his influence or not, their 
own influence is thrown into the right 
side of the scale so visibly trembling in 
these days between good and evil, right 
and wrong, love and hate. 


And there is this to remember. As 
the darkness of the world grows thicker 
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and thicker men are going to find that 
their supreme need is light. In the 
Scottish Hebrides they tell a story about 
three motherless boys who were playing 
around a boat tied to a rock in a little 
bay. Their play becoming dull, the eld- 
est boy was fired by a new idea. ‘‘Let’s 
be pirates,’’ he cried. The two younger 
boys jumped eagerly into the boat and 
the pirate captain loosed the rope from 
the rock and jumped in after them. The 
sun was shining; the sea was calm; the 
little boat danced merrily westward on 
the outgoing tide; and as she went on 
her way the three boys sang their wild 
pirate songs. But the sun went down. 
The shadows deepened. The dark hills 


loomed over them like _ threatening 
giants. The pirate songs ceased. The 
pirates themselves vanished, and in 


their places were three small frightened 
children in a very big and fearsome 
world. Instinctively they cried out in 
their fear, and over the waves to them 
came Bride, the foster-mother of the 
Child Christ. She made a bed for the 
motherless three in the bottom of the 
boat. Then, while they slept, she guided 
the little boat back to the bay from 
which it set out. 


Our Supreme Need 


That story is a parable of our gen- 
eration. As the darkness deepens about 
us we know that light is our supreme 
need. God grant that more and more 
of us may realize that we cannot find 
our way without Jesus, that if we seek 
our own and the world’s salvation we 
must walk in his light. 

Some are realizing that. The news- 
paper carried a report of a lecture de- 
livered some time ago to Columbia Uni- 





versity students by Bertrand Russell, 
Towards its conclusion he, a man who 
has never had a brief for orthodoxy, 
said this: 


“The root of the matter [if we want a 
stable world] is a very simple and old- 
fashioned thing, a thing so simple that I 
am almost ashamed to mention it, for 
fear of the der‘sive smiles with which 
wise cynics will greet my words. The 
thing I mean is love, Christian love. If 
you feel this you have a motive for ex. 
istence, a guide in action, a reason for 
courage, an imperative necessity for in- 
tellectual honesty.’ 


There is no need to apologize for 
Christmas. With the coming of Christ 
there was given to the world the quality 
and principle of true living. The twenty- 
fifth of December serves as an annual 
reminder that it is more blessed to give 
than to receive, that force must ulti- 
mately bow before gentleness, that love 
is stronger than hate. The twenty-fifth 
of December stands for the fact that 
love is the very groundwork of human 
relationship and the life-principle of 
society. 

Dick Sheppard never took a sounder 
line than when he urged that man comes 
to his senses at Christmas. He is mad 
when he scorns love and fights for his 
own selfish interests. He is sinning 
against the very nature of things when 
he hates and quarrels, and will not be at 
peace with his fellows. His real life is 
the life he sees and responds to at Christ- 
mastide when feuds are forgotten, when 
grudges are buried, when old enmities 
are laid away, when the motto of every- 
one is, ‘‘With malice toward none, with 
charity for all.’’ 


HOW MANY DAYS? 


By HELEN GREGG GREEN 


O SOONER was Thanksgiving Day 

over than our youngest neighbor 
began asking, ‘How many days before 
Christmas, Mommy?”’ And as the days 
passed Gail became more and more ex- 
cited and emotional. When, at last, 
Christmas week did arrive, Gail was 
nervous, tired of it all, and unwilling to 
take the simplest part in the prepara- 
tions. 


Parents sometimes forget to teach the 
real meaning of Christmas—the Birth- 
day of the Prince of Peace. It needs to 
be exemplified. The atmosphere of the 
home should be kept in harmony with 
his coming. - Father and Mother should 
show that they are joyfully grateful for 
this Gift of Gifts. The children will 
follow their lead. 


“Every child is selfish,’ criticized an 
old lady. ‘‘All they care about is what 
they will get.”’ 


If the children at Christmas time are 


more interested in getting than in giv- 
ing, it is generally because from their 
earliest recollection gifts for them has 
been the chief topic of conversation on 
the part of relatives and friends when 
talking with them at this season. Many 
boys and girls when they go to kinder- 
garten learn for the first time the hap- 
piness of preparing gifts for those at 
home. This giving will be very different 
from merely distributing what someone 
has bought or prepared for them to give. 
These are gifts that they themselves 
have made for Dad and Mom. They 
can hardly wait for Christmas—not to 
get something this year, but to give. 
During the depression a teacher who 
is a friend of mine discussed with her 
class the significance of Christmas. The 
children told what they were giving and 
for what they hoped. Angelo, a black- 
eyed Italian boy of nine, stood up with 
the rest. When his turn to speak came, 
he said quietly but gaily, ‘‘We are not 
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going to have any presents, but we’re 
going to have a lot of fun.” 

How true it is that many presents do 
not necessarily mean ‘a lot of fun.” 
Here was a family that could not afford 
gifts, but they were going to have a 
happy time. Parents, in some families, 
and the children, too, often finish the 
holidays physically and financially de- 
pleted. A wise mother of my acquaint- 
ance helps her twins to control their 
eagerness when making out Christmas 
shopping lists by saying, ‘‘Let’s stop and 
think. Wouldn’t it be nice to save a 
little of your money for the Junior Red 
Cross and for some of the other friends 
you like to help?”’ 

This mother when Christmas arrives 
stresses its real meaning. The family 
attend church, sing Christmas carols, 
deliver gifts to families less fortunate, 
invite lonely friends and relatives to 
dinner, and, too, enjoy their own simple 
gifts. Moreover, the housekeeper, who 
has been with the family for years, is 
spared to spend Christmas with her rela- 


tives. ‘Ellen wants to be in her own 
home,’’ they say. ‘‘That’s where she 
belongs !’’ 


Through the Year 


There is not a time of the year when 
we do not need the real Christmas spirit 
—the gracious hospitality, the cheer and 
extra smiles then prevalent. Amusing 
stories have their place, too. A little 
boy ran home from kindergarten with 
the news that he was to be in a Christ- 
mas pantomime. His busy mother over- 
looked the word ‘‘pantomime.’’ Absent- 
mindedly she asked, ‘‘What do you say 
in the Christmas play, Allan?’’ ‘‘Oh, I 
don’t say anything,’’ he answered. ‘I’m 
one of the wise men!”’ 

Sandy and Terry had moved into a 
ranch-type house. One hot day in July 
the little boys rushed out into the garden 
and lifting blonde heads toward the sky 
they called at the top of their lusty 
voices, ‘‘Santa Claus, we live here now. 
Don’t forget! Don’t forget!’’ 

This new attitude toward Christmas, 
a more relaxed, thoughtful one, does not 
mean that Santa Claus is not in the 
picture. But Santa Claus should be 
only a symbol, just as Uncle Sam is our 
country’s symbol. Santa is the chil- 
dren’s friend and teacher. He repre- 
sents good nature and happy generosity. 

It will be well to remember that, like 
every other day, for us Christmas will 
be what we make it.—Issued by the 
Kindergarten Association. 


THE GREAT DEBATE 


Recent: Anderson, S. C., Jas. A. 
Jones, Charlotte, N. C., for union; L. 
Nelson Bell, Montreat, N. C., against. 

Jan. 12, Charleston, S. C., Francis 
Pickens Miller, Charlottesville, Va., and 
Jas. A, Jones, both speaking for union. 
An opposition meeting was held earlier. 


DECEMBER 21, 1953 


They See, They Laugh, 
They Vote for Union 


ENITENCE, whether it comes withburst to a dangerous torrent. 


tears or with laughter, always 
strikes hard at those barriers which we 
have erected between ourselves and a 
more inclusive Christian fellowship. 

A favorite story of James Hutchison 
Cockburn points this up as it takes us 
back to a turbulent scene in the mid- 
twenties. He is now best known as 
senior Scottish chaplain to Elizabeth I, 
but when the General Assembly of the 
Scottish United Free Church met to con- 
sider the proposal of a merger with the 
Church of Scotland it was as an ac- 
credited observer from the latter body 
that he attended. 

The opposition was strong and ably 
led by James Barr who made an im- 
passioned speech detailing an astound- 
ing list of the defects and _ historical 
mistakes of the Church of Scotland. The 
degree to which his viewpoint was 
shared was formidably indicated by loud 
and long applause. 

As the tumult subsided, Professor 
Iverach of Aberdeen quietly rose and 
commented that Dr. Barr’s speech re- 
minded him of a farmer he knew who, 
riding his mare to market, crossed a 
shallow stream which, by the time of 
his return, had been swollen by a cloud- 


Through 
the swirling currents he urged the mare 
and with great difficulty they reached 
the other bank. 

On the way to market some week: 
later, the farmer was surprised that she 
refused to face the stream though it was 
again shallow. He prodded her and 
tried to lead her across, but all in vain. 
She refused to budge. Thoroughly frus- 
trated, he looked her in the eye and 
sighed, ‘‘Maggie! Maggie! I think 
mair-r 0’ your-r memor-ry than your-r 
judgment!”’ 

“The laughter,’’ reports Dr. Cockburn 
reminiscently, ‘‘was gargantuan and the 
applause long continued; and during it 
I seemed to hear the votes clicking over 
from the opposition and I could be con- 
fident that the Union was assured.”’ 


Their ability to laugh at themselves 
for having disguised their stubbornness 
under virtuous labels, to applaud their 
corrector and not only stand corrected 
but also translate the correction into 
corrective action was an indication of 
Christian penitence of the highest rank. 

—L. HUMPHREY WALZ, Janesville, 
Wisconsin, in a sermon appearing in 
The Pulpit for January. 
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EDITORIAL 


Christ in Christmas 

Everybody seems to agree that a 
more reverent observance of Christmas 
would be a good thing—that it, within 
reason. There’s no use going whole 
hog about anything. 

ee 

Wherever possible the non-commer- 
cial parades have been arranged as 
much before the Christmas season as 
possible, usually in November, and if 
it can be worked out before Thanks- 
giving! 

Slogans, seals, badges and all man- 
ner of gadgets have been manufactured 

and sold—emphasizing the desire to 
“Put Christ Back into Christmas.” We 
even have a song about it—for the 
commercial, see below.* 

The “right kind” of decorations, bill- 
boards, window displays, advertising 
campaigns, radio and TV programs are 
being urged and commended. And that 
is good. 

In fact, the desire that prompts the 
nationwide program is a good one and 














*Put Christ Back into Christmas. Ed- 
ward E. Unger. M. Whitmark & Co., 60c. 


long overdue. 

A Roman Catholic group in Mil- 
waukee is given credit for launching 
it four years ago. Now, not only 
Roman Catholics but many other groups 
are lending their full support. 

Abuses of the Christmas celebration 
and its increasing commercialization 
have long cried out for redress. Some 
of this may have come from business 
itself, though it is not clear that many 
concerns are afraid that shoppers can 
overdo this thing. 

A good many people have been rightly 
troubled because of the high-pressure 
to which we are subjected during this 
season. Indeed, some clearer sighted 
persons may have been caught up sud- 
denly like a group of advertising men 
recently. 

These advertising men frankly ad- 
mitted that the overdrawn and ex- 
aggerated claims made by many 
agencies for their clients were having 
the distressing effect of undermining 
confidence in all advertising. Young 
people, they said, just don’t believe it. 
Therefore, they are fearful that when 
the present generation comes into its 
own with buying power it will be 
skeptical of all advertising claims. 


Something like this has happened 
to Christmas. Even though tinsel is 
now crowded out by prettier sub- 


stitutes, there’s hardly a good substitute 
for the word as a symbol of the arti- 
ficiality that can easily crowd out a 
Christian observance of Christmas. 
There’s still too much “tinsel” and too 
many raucous loudspeakers blare their 
carols. And there’s a great difference 
of opinion as to what really is a 
“spiritual observance of Christmas. 

You read in the daily papers about 
the hullabaloo in Dunn, N. C., when 
Santa Claus was moved by the minis- 
ters from the crowning position in the 
“Christ in Christmas” parade. Finally, 
the populace was satisfied when Santa 
was given the position of royalty and 
everybody passed in review before him. 

It’s not easy in our kind of high- 
pressure, commercialized existence to 
keep from letting even our methods of 
observing any religious event be taken 
captive by forces that cannot be curbed. 
And we have plenty of trouble when 
we try to change customs even for the 
best purposes. 

The focus for Christmas for many 
neople is in the wrong direction. Busi- 
ness interests direct our view and many 
of them do it well—beautifully and ex- 
pensively. But Christmas, after all, 
means something very special for two 
institutions: home and church. They 
are really the custodians of Christmas 
and it is to be regretted wherever they, 
by failing in adequate preparation or 
by abuse or neglect, or worse, by be- 
coming captive to outside pressures, 
forfeit their inheritance and privilege. 





For any of us, unless our hearts are 
softened and our spirits made more 
responsive to the Incarnate Love ot 
God, we’ve missed Christmas. Unless 
we let ourselves be broadened in our 
sympathies and deepened in our con- 
cern for our fellowmen, Christmas 
hasn’t come for us. Unless we bring 
our gifts of grateful and _ obedient 
hearts to the feet of Christ, we haven't 
understood the first thing about it. 

In that way, we would all agree, we 
need to remember that if Christ is not 
in our Christmas, it never came—for 
us. Whatever helps people to observe 
Christmas in this way deserves our 
support and encouragement. 


a P nssing 


VOCATION—Under the heading of ‘‘Vo- 

cation,’’ libraries are now reporting 
the acquisition of Ruth D, See’s PhD. 
thesis (NYU) on ‘‘The Protestant Doc- 
trine of Vocation in the Presbyterian 
Thought of Nineteenth-Century Amer. 
ica.’’ Dr. See is editor of youth publi- 
cations for the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation. 











* * * 


THAT WORD vocation has a hard time 

of it. Here is a church bulletin, for 
instance, which lists Dallas Smith (the 
director) as head of the department of 
“Christian Vocations,’’ when the whole 
idea is to try to help people understand 
that everybody ought to be in a ‘‘Chris- 
tian vocation.’’ But the department has 
trouble with such listings in quarters 
even nearer its own offices, so what 
can you expect? 

* * * 

GORDON COSBY (brother of P. G., 

Northminster, Roanoke, Va.) is given 
a high tribute by Catherine Marshall in 
December’s Christian Herald. Pastor 
of the unusual Church of the Saviour in 
Washington, Cosby has a unique ap 
proach to people in trouble. It’s a fine 
story. 

- * . 

METHODISTS are setting up a ‘watch- 

dog’’ committee to oppose peacetime 
Universal Military Training legislation. 





DR. FOREMAN’S 
CHRISTMAS FEATURE —> 


The inspiring article on the next page, 
in our judgment, is one of Dr. Fore 
man’s best. We think it will make a 
widely-appreciated Christmas greeting. 
We will print it as a lovely booklet, 
suitable for gift purposes, but it will not 
be available for some weeks. Shall we 
reserve copies for you? 
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THE SAINT IN THE WINDOW AND 
THE SAINT IN THE HOUSE 


A Christmas Fantasy by Kenneth J. Foreman* 


VERYBODY that came into the 

church looked up at the Saint in the 
Window. During the week, people who 
did not come to pray, came to admire 
the Saint. For he was one of the sights 
of the city, and famed wherever stained 
glass was known. There had never been 
another like him. After he was made 
the mold was thrown away. Profes- 
sional window-washers kept him clean, 
and when the morning sunlight shone 
through him he was beyond praise. He 
had been in that window since the 
church was built, and in all that time 
no jot had abated from the iridescence 
of his garments or the radiance of his 
face. 

Now among the worshippers who sat 
below the Saint every Lord’s-Day morn- 
ing was a certain woman, whom of 
course the Saint knew only by sight. He 
became interested in her because in 
spite of her lack of iridescence, and 
the fact that her clothes must have cost 
much less than his, there was something 
about her face that reminded him of his 
own, or at any rate of the lesser saints 
who occupied the smaller windows 
round about. She might even be an 
inferior sort of saint herself, he thought. 
She must be inferior because she is out 
of the church more than she is in it. 


She must be inferior because she is 
not always, so to speak, at the top of 
her form. 


She will come into church some morn- 
ings with a face that is dimmed—one 
might even detect a shade of discour- 
agement there. True, she always leaves 
with eyes that shine almost as brightly 
as mine. But if saint she be, she can 
hardly be of the highest order, otherwise 
she would remain always as radiant as 
she sometimes becomes. 

After all, thought the Saint in his blue 
and brittle mind, what can be expected 
if she does not remain continually in 
the Holy Place? Who knows what com- 
pany she keeps for six days? I who 
live among the lighted glories, I whose 
sole companions are inalterably lovely, 
only I can truly know what it is to be a 
Saint. 


ET the woman drew the Saint’s in- 
terest in spite of himself. And one 
Christmas Eve, after the candlelight 
service, he obtained permission from the 
Authorities to come down from the win- 
dow and accompany the woman to her 


*With thanks to Dana P. Smith. 
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home. There he stayed that night, and 
all of Christmas Day, and—what was 
most enlightening of all—the day after 
Christmas. 

He was not visible to the woman ex- 
cept as a kind of rainbow caught faintly 
in the corner of her eye. (I must go to 
the clinic again, she said to herself.) 
But she was visible to him, and the 
more he saw, the more he was aston- 
ished. 


For the first time in all his flawless 
existence, he was seeing not saints in 
windows but a Saint in the House. 


He saw her through the trying Christ- 
mas Eve. It had been quiet and peace- 
ful in the church, with the candles and 
the one great light carefully arranged 
outside to shine through the Saint in 
the Window. But in the woman’s home 
it was not quiet and peaceful. There 
were children there, and a husband, and 
some neighbors’ children too, and every- 
one seemed to be under foot and mak- 
ing more trouble than anyone else. And 
the woman had to get supper and super- 
intend decorating the Tree, and she sat 
up later than anyone else, wrapping 
presents she had nearly forgotten. 

The next morning she did not look 
particularly saintly in her old housecoat, 
nor particularly happy at being waked 
up three hours before her usual time. 
But she managed it, and she did not 
say all the things that occurred to her 
to say. And when the relatives came in 
for dinner, and some of them did not 
offer to help her, and those that did offer 
only got in the way, and when the chil- 
dren had to be separated just as the 
gravy was about to burn, the Saint from 
the Window expected that woman to fly 
into a thousand pieces (as I should cer- 
tainly do, he thought). 

But somehow she didn’t, and she sat 
down at the end of the table a little 
breathless but with a smile to spare. 
I had no idea, he thought, what a com- 
plicated life human beings live. 

But he had not seen anything yet. 
There was the long Christmas afternoon, 
and Christmas night when everybody 
but the Saint in the House was cross, 
and she cured the others of being cross 
by getting them together around the 
piano and singing carols. (They sound 


different here, said the Saint from the 
Window. There are overtones in a home 
I never heard in the church.) 


ND OH, there was the Day after 

Christmas. The stained-glass Saint 
had had no idea there were such days. 
The husband had to go back to work, 
which was a good thing, but the children 
did not have to go back to school, which 
was not such a good thing, especially 
as it rained. 

Rain on his window always gave the 
Saint up there a special sheen; but it 
did not work that way with the Saint in 
the House. It added to her troubles 
and it weighed on her spirits. But still 
she managed, and it was surprising how 
she kept a touch of sunshine through the 
grey day. 

After nightfall, it is true, one could 
see that something of the greyness had 
crept into her face, and something of 
the day’s chill into her voice. 


But he was astonished only that this 
had not happened by nine in the morn- 
ing instead of nine at night. 


About two hours after that, when the 
woman had finally a few moments to 
herself, the Saint from the Window be- 
came visible to her, and then it was her 
turn to be astonished. 

“I have always admired you,” she 
said. ‘I always feel nearer heaven 
when I sit under your light. But I had 
no idea you would honor me by a visit.”’ 

“‘No,”’ said the transparent Saint. 
“After this it will be the other way 
around. I was right in thinking you a 
saint; I was wrong in thinking you were 
of an inferior sort. Yours is the higher 
order; for I can see it is not so easy 
to be a Saint in the House as it is to be a 
Saint in the Window. My halo is off to 
you,” he said. ‘‘Here, take it!” 

“‘No,”’ she said, ‘‘It is much too large 
for me. There are others who sit near 
your window whom it would fit much 
better. And besides, it is breakable. 
The children. , . .” 

“TI understand,’’ said the Saint in the 
Window. 

“And you are more beautiful,’”’ she 
said. 

“That may be,” said he. ‘But now I 
know what I did not know till this Christ- 
mas. It may be harder to be lovely in 
the house than lovely in the window; 
but it is more useful. For you are 
helping others to grow into sainthood in 
their turn. Through me there shines 
only sunlight, but your soul is trans- 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Results of Missions 
Are Seen Close-up 


Oklahoma News Letter 


Members of the Beal Heights church 
in Lawton got first-hand evidence re- 
cently of the effective work of missions. 
They knew that Korean officers were 
being trained at the nearby Ft. Sill 
artillery school but they were told 
that they were “mostly Buddhists.” 
However, when Korea Missionary John 
Talmage visited Lawton he and Paul 
Hanna, the Beal Heights pastor, secured 
permission to interview the Koreans. 
They found that more than half were 
Christians and a large majority were 
Presbyterians. Some had received 
their education in Presbyterian mission 
schools. Whereupon the church held 
open house for the soldiers on a Sun- 
day afternoon, invited the men into the 
homes of the congregation and en- 
couraged them to take an active part 
in the church’s activities. Thrilling 
stories of courage and faith were told 
by the Korean Christians as they de- 
scribed their life under and against the 
communists. Mr. Hanna said, ‘‘It gave 





us the feeling of being in the presence 
of the type of courage found in the 
Reams of 


first-century Christians.” 


letters are being received from the 
Koreans who have left Ft. Sill, thank- 
ing the church’s people for the privilege 
of knowing the American home and 
church. 


Churches Get Part of 
Blame for ‘‘McCarthyism’' 


The churches are partly responsible 
for the rise of “McCarthyism,” accord- 
ing to David Wesley Soper, professor 
of religion at Beloit College (Wiscon- 
sin). He told a convocation of Metho- 
dist Sunday school teachers and officers 
from eight South Central states, meet- 
ing in Tulsa, that this is because the 
churches stopped indoctrinating people, 
thus giving other groups an opportunity 
to do so. He termed the “philosophy” 
of McCarthyism a “passionate religion 
that is already on the grow in our 
land . . . and like Nazism and Com- 
munism it is exciting because it is an 
idea, not the absence of one. Unless 
we believe in Christianity and sell it 
with a passion, another faith will rise— 
the right of the American nationalist 
to rule everybody for his own good,” 
the professor said. ‘Today more than 
ever, he said, the Christian church 
around the world is challenged to “put 
up or shut up.” (RNS) 


Baptists Condemn State's 
‘Wide-Open”’ Liquor Traffic 


The Baptist General Convention of 
Oklahoma _ recently condemned _ the 
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“wide-open” liquor traffic in Oklahoma, 
a dry state. They sent copies of their 
resolution to Governor Johnston 
Murray, the state crime bureau and 
other law enforcement agencies. In 
their Tulsa meeting they also voted 
support of the United Drys campaign 
against alcoholic beverages. (RNS) 


Retailers Pay Expenses 
For Christmas Parade 


AJ) expenses for a Christmas parade 
made up of 12 religious floats were paid 
by the Oklahoma City Retailers As- 
sociation. The floats depicted the life 
of Christ. Arranged by the Oklahoma 
City Council of Churches, the parade 
also featured school bands playing 
Christmas hymns only. Large crowds 
lined the downtown streets to see the 
Christ-centered parade instead of the 
usual Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck 
affair. Also, in Perry, Okla., a ‘‘Let’s 
Put Christ Back in Christmas’ parade 
was held the day after Thanksgiving with 
no commercial floats permitted. 


Harkins Is President of 
Oklahoma Synod Men 


Jim Harkins, of Central church, Okla- 
homa City, is the new president of the 
synod’s men’s council. He is busy ar- 
ranging a Jan. 10 meeting in St. An- 
drew’s church, Oklahoma City, when 
S. J. (Jap) Patterson, head of the As- 
sembly’s men’s program, will speak. 


Miscellany 


Harry Kalas, of the National Council 
staff, was the Reformation Day speaker 
in Oklahoma City . . . . Southminster 
church, Oklahoma City, observed its 
tenth anniversary last month, with M. 
E. Melvin, former pastor, returning to 
preach the sermon. A new building 
program is being launched and $58,000 
has been pledged by the 416 members 
of the church. . . . Oklahoma Methodists 
passed their goal of 10,000 new mem- 
bers as a result of their November 
effort, with more than 12,000 reported. 

. West Nichols Hills church, Okla- 
homa City, has $60,000 pledged on a 
$65.000 building campaign. Harold 
Wells, the pastor, says this will be used 
for extensive renovation and air con- 
ditioning. 

WALTER A. BENNETT. 

Oklahoma City. 
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It’s results 
that count! 


Currently an average of three churches every day are completing successful fund- 








raising Canvasses with the assistance of Wells Organizations. This consistent success, 
and volume of experience, make it possible for Wells to insure the results of a church 
canvass objective—and mean it—for either a budget or building fund project in 


any church with more than 200 families. (Wells also serves many smaller churches.) 


This record and insured objective service are the result of specialization. All of 





the energy, time, and resources of Wells Organizations are applied exclusively to 
assisting individual churches with their fund-raising programs. Wells does not 


divert its attention by directing other types of financial appeals. 


Wells is now providing individual churches with more fund-raising canvass 








services than are being made available by all other sources combined. Yet, the 





demand for Wells services continues to increase. Former clients urge other churches 
to seek the same advice and assistance. Denominational headquarters encourage 
further expansion of these services. There would be no such demand for continued 
growth unless the overwhelming majority of former-client churches were fully 


pleased with the quality. price. and results of services rendered. 


During the coming year, Wells will spend more than $1,000,000 meeting with 
churches to help them decide to go ahead with their fund-raising programs. This 
probably will be the largest single annual investment ever made by any business 
organization in the future of churches—an investment based upon faith in future 
actions of the churches, and in the requirement for the churches to grow, and to 


expand their programs. 





A service that has produced successful results for the churches that have used 
it should be made available to all churches, and must be constantly improved in 
the process. This is the two-fold challenge which Wells Organizations has accepted 


in its efforts to help all churches realize their total objectives. 


Yo ORGANIZATIONS 
Church Fund-Raising 
SUITE 1025, 222 N. WELLS ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


PHILADELPHIA * MINNEAPOLIS * PORTLAND ® SAN FRANCISCO * LOS ANGELES 
WASHINGTON *® CLEVELAND * LOUISVILLE * KANSAS CITY * FORT WORTH 
BOSTON ® CHARLOTTE * ATLANTA * HOUSTON *® MEMPHIS * OMAHA 
NEW YORK * CHICAGO * DENVER *® WINNIPEG * TORONTO 


Since 191] the name WELLS has meant leadership in organized fund-raising 
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@ No. 69 in a series on congregational singing 


CONCLUSION 


By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


When this series of articles began 
some months ago, the first sentence was, 
“Congregational singing needs improve- 
ment.”’ In the intervening articles I 
have tried in a practical, non-technical 
way to explain some of the factors con- 
nected with the development of great 
congregational singing. 


For years I have been impressed with 
the abundance of splendid collections of 
hymn stories and histories of hymnody. 
At the same time I am disappointed at 
the lack of precise printed information 
on how to transmit the contents of the 
hymnal to the hearts and lips of Chris- 
tians, 

One of my main concerns has been to 
suggest that the spirit of Christian song, 


like a fine garden, must be cultivated. 
The influence of the minister, the hymn 
player, the hymn and the hymnal, the 
acoustics, the particular occasion—these 
and many other factors have been dis- 
cussed, 

During the coming months a regular 
and briefer column devoted to all aspects 


of church music will appear in this 
paper. (See announcement below.— 
Eds.) Although guest writers and I 


will be discussing such matters as choir 
training and organ playing, it is certain 
that much additional information about 
hymn singing will be presented from 
time to time. 


Great congregational singing will im- 
measurably enrich the spiritual life of 


Make your Sunday School class more 
helpful, more inspiring with 
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SCHOOL LESSONS) 


by Earl L. Douglass 


This outstanding commentary on the International 
Sunday School Lessons has been a leader in the field for 


over three decades. 


Bible-based, evangelical in emphasis, 


the Douglass Lessons, 1954 shows you how to teach temper- 
ance and resistance to temptation successfully, how to plan 
each lesson, how to apply Christian teachings to everyday 
life, and how to stress to the full the evangelical appeal. 
And—new this year—there are audio-visual aid suggestions 


for each lesson. 


Buy your copy now for the most successful Sunday 


School year in 1954. $2.95 
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the whole church. It will strengthen 
and ennoble individual Christians. ft 
will make corporate worship more ip. 
spiring and attractive. It will establish 
more firmly our communion with Chris. 
tians of other faiths and nations. It wil] 
express to a needy world the confident 
faith of Christians in the gospel of their 
Lord. 

Centuries ago the Psalmist voiced a 
prayer in which all people concerned 
with the improvement of church praise 
can join: 


‘‘Let the people praise Thee, O God, 
Let all the people praise Thee.”’ 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We are glad to an- 
nounce that Dr. Sydnor will conduct a 
weekly 300-word column, with the as- 
sistance of church musicians in various 
parts of the nation. Among the topics 
planned for discussion will be some like 
these: 


Children’s Choir Training. 

Twenty Simple Anthems. 

Teaching Choirs to Read Music. 

Why Music in the Church? 

Adult Choir Rehearsal Suggestions. 

Music for Weddings and Funerals, 

Contributions by Guest Writers. 

Answers to Correspondents’ Questions. 
Such questions may be addressed to Dr. 
Sydnor in care of this paper or at 1206 
Palmyra Ave., Richmond 27, Va. 


How to Get a Copy of 
The Plan of Union 


The Permanent Committee on Cooper- 
ation and Union, which is charged with 
the responsibility of distribution of the 
Plan of Union in its completed form, has 
made the following decision concerning 
the distribution of the book: 

1. A free copy will be sent to every 
minister and to the Clerk of every ses- 
sion in the General Assembly. 

2. A free copy will be sent to every 
ruling elder commissioner (Since every 
minister will receive a copy, minister 
commissioners will be expected to use 
theirs). 

3. Copies will be made available to 
all others in our Church under the fol- 
lowing conditions: 

(1) Orders must be accompanied by 
remittance at 25c per copy (which is 
considerably less than cost). 

(2) All orders should be in my hands 
not later than February 1, 1954, so that 
I may know how many copies must be 
obtained to fill every order. 


It is the hope of the committee that 
the Plan will be ready for distribution 
by February 1. 


E. C. SCOTT, Stated Clerk. 
701 Henry Grady Bldg., 
Atlanta 3, Ga. 
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GOD REVEALED IN CHRIST 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 3, 1954 
John 1:14-23, 29-36 


For the next three months we are to 
study that Gospel which has been termed 
“the most familiar and best loved book 
in the world.’’ According to Dr. Erd- 
man, ‘‘It has induced more persons to 
follow Christ, it has inspired more be- 
lievers to loyal service, than any other 
book that could be named.” 

Who wrote the Gospel? The book it- 
self is anonymous, It does not claim to 
have been written by the Apostle John. 
Some scholars think it was written by 
another John, known in history as John 
the Elder, who was himself the beloved 
disciple referred to in the Gospel, or 
by an evangelist who based his Gospel 
on the personal testimony of the Apostle. 
The church, however, from the earliest 
times, has held that this Gospel was the 
work of the Apostle himself, one of the 
Twelve. We shall assume in our studies 
that this traditional view is correct. 

Why was it written? There is strong 
evidence to indicate that the Gospel was 
written at the request of churches in 
the Roman province of Asia. The first 
generation of Christians, those who had 
a personal knowledge of the Lord were 
dying away. John himself was growing 
old. He had often delivered his Gospel 
by word of mouth, but there was a de- 
sire to have it put in permanent form 
before he died. There was a need also 
for the Gospel to be put in thought forms 
which cultured Greeks, many of them 
hungry for a more adequate knowledge 
of God, could understand. 

The purpose for which the evangelist 
wrote he himself has plainly told us: 
“Jesus did many other signs in the pres- 
ence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book, but these are writ- 
ten that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
believing you may have life in his 
name’ (20:31). This purpose, which 
the author ever keeps in view, has 
largely determined the form into which 
the Gospel is cast. John has not at- 
tempted to give us a complete account 
of Jesus’ life or a chronological account. 
He has selected those scenes in Jesus’ 
life which most directly bear on his 
purpose. And ‘‘the different scenes 
from the life of Jesus which he puts 
before us are not only carefully selected 
but carefully arranged, leading us step 
by step to the conclusion expressed in 
the confession of Thomas, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’ ”’ 


|. The Word Became Flesh 


1. Before the Gospel Era, 1:1-5. John 
begins his Gospel by speaking of the 
Word. He does so because Logos (the 
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Greek term translated Word, which 
might also be translated Reason or Wis- 
dom) was ‘‘as familiar a ‘topic in the 
educated circles of Asia Minor as the 
doctrine of evolution is in Europe or 
America in the present day, and was 
discussed not only by the learned, but 
by half-instructed votaries of many re- 
ligions.’’ The Word meant for John’s 
contemporaries all that God had to say 
to man in any way and by any method. 
It was also the divine reason which lay 
back of the universe and of which all 
creation was only the manifestation. 

In his opening verses (1:1-2) John tells 
us that this Logos, this Word through 
which God reveals himself, this Reason 
which is the ultimate explanation of all 
things in heaven and earth has existed 
from all eternity—‘‘In the beginning 
was the Word’’; it is personal—‘‘And 
the Word was with God’’; and it is di- 
vine—‘‘And the Word was God.”’ 

This eternal Word of God, John pro- 
ceeds to tell us, was the Creator of all 
things—‘‘All things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything 
made that was made’’; he is also the 
source of all life—‘‘in him was life’’; 
and in addition the source of all light, 
i.e., of all truth, for ‘‘the life was the 
light of men.’’ We must not limit the 
truth referred here to O. T. prophecy 
or revelation; it includes also the light 
of conscience and reason. As Arch- 
bishop Temple comments: 


‘‘Every check on animal lust felt by 
the primitive savage, every stimulat‘on 
to a nobler life, is God self-revealed 
within his soul. So it may be truly said 
that the conscience of the heathen man 
is the voice of Christ within him—though 
muffled by his ignorance. All that is 
noble in the non-Christian systems of 
thought, or conduct, or worship is the 
word of Christ upon them and within 
them. By the Word of God, Isaiah and 
Plato and Zoroaster and Buddha and 
Confucius conceived and uttered such 
truths as they declared. There is only 
one divine light; and every man in his 
measure is enlightened by it.”’ 


This light has been shining uninter- 
ruptedly from the beginning even until 
now in the midst of moral and spiritual 
darkness (that is, ignorance and sin), 
‘‘and the darkness has not overcome it”’ 
—so vs. 5 is translated by the RSV. 

This last thought brings us to what 
took place 

2. During the Gospel Era, 1:6-18, ‘‘The 
true light that enlightens every man,”’ 
John tells us, ‘‘was coming into the 
world.’’ (vs. 9) How was it received? 
On the whole, our evangelist tells us, it 
was not received. The Light came into 


the world—the world which God had 
made, which therefore should have been 
the more ready to receive him—and the 
world did not even recognize him. But 
that was not the worst of it. He came 
unto his own, his own people, whom he 
had trained and instructed through the 
ages, and his own received him not. 
The word used here is a stronger one 
than that of the previous verse. The 
world did not recognize him. His own 
people did not welcome him. 

But the Light was not rejected by all. 
There were some who did receive him. 
To all of these he gave the right to be- 
come the sons of God. 

John has spoken of the coming of the 
Light. He now puts the same truth in 
different form: ‘‘And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace 
and truth. ...’’ In this paragraph (1:14- 
18) John speaks first of the incarnation 
and then of its significance. 

(1) The Incarnation, 1:14-17. When 
John tells us that the Word became flesh 
he does not mean that the Divine Word 
became flesh in the sense that he was 
turned into flesh, or ceased to be what he 
was before; but that he became em- 
bodied in human form, he dwelt in hu- 
man guise. 


Note particularly that Christ is not a 
word of God, he is the Word of God. 


“Every prophet was a word of God. 
Every great or good man since the 
world began, who has added anything to 
the general fund of virtue or of truth 
has been a word of God. Galileo was 
God’s word to science. Luther was 
God's word to religion. But Christ was 
the Word, the full and complete thought 
of God, uttered once for all, expressing 
the very soul of God. If is as if John 
said, ‘If the whole character of eternal 
God, his heart, his mind, his purpose in 
the universe were condensed into one 
great word that would rightly represent 
him, that word would be Jesus Christ.’ ”’ 


But note that Jesus as he walked and 
taught in Galilee is not the eternal Word 
of God—that and nothing more. He is 
the Word become flesh—the Word in 
human form—one who is both God and 
man—God’s character, God’s purpose, 
God’s will, God’s creative power so far 
as it can be manifest in one who was 
both human and divine. 


John presents many witnesses to this 
stupendous fact in the pages that follow. 
But there are three classes of witnesses 
which he mentions here. First, there is 
John the Baptist, of whom he will speak 
more fully in a moment. Then there 
are the early disciples. As the Evan- 
gelist says, ‘‘We have beheld his glory’”’ 
—that is, his character in all its ex- 
cellence. In that character, says John, 
we saw such perfection, such power 
that we could only acknowledge him as 
‘“‘the only Son from the Father’’—a rev- 
elation of the divine character, a mani- 
festation of the divine nature. 


13 








But there are also other witnesses 
whom John is prepared to summon, All 
those who have known Christ in their 
own experience, who have learned to 
know God through him and have tasted 
of his grace, all true Christians through 
the ages, are valid witnesses to this 
fact. As John triumphantly puts it, 
‘From his fulness have we all received, 
grace upon grace’’—that is, grace added 
to grace, divine grace never exhausted, 
continually renewed, offered according 
to our need, received according to our 
faith. ‘‘For the law was given through 
Moses; grace (that is, the unmerited 
favor of God) and truth (that is, moral 
and spiritual reality) came through 
Jesus Christ.”’ 

(2) Its Significance, 1:18. So much for 
the fact of the incarnation. What is its 
significance? ‘‘No one has ever seen 
God; the only Son, who is in the bosom 
of the Father (that is, whose relation to 
the Father is eternally that of one ad- 
mitted to the deepest intimacy and clos- 
est fellowship) he has made him 
known.”’ ‘‘He does not reveal all that 
is meant by the word God,”’ Archbishop 
Temple reminds us. ‘‘There ever re- 
mains the unsearchable abyss of Deity. 
But he reveals what it vitally concerns 
us to know; he reveals God as Father.’’ 

Here is the real theme of the Gospel 
according to John. Jesus Christ is the 
eternal revelation of the Father. We 
who have seen him have seen the Fa- 
ther. That fact will be made increas- 
ingly plain as we continue our study. 


ll. The Witness of John, 1:19-36 


The prologue ended, John begins the 
Gospel proper with the witness of John 
the Baptist. This witness was borne on 
three distinct occasions on three con- 
secutive days (vss. 19, 29, 35), the first 
being the announcement of the Coming 
Messiah, the second the designation of 
Jesus as He who had been promised, 
and the third having as its consequence 
the following of Jesus by two of John’s 
disciples. 

1. The First Witness, 1:19-28. John, 
the Baptist, had been preaching for 
some time and enormous crowds were 
hanging on his words. Luke 3:15 tells 
us that the people were on the tiptoe of 
expectation and were discussing whether 
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or not John was the expected Messiah. 


Under these circumstances there came 
to John an important delegation from 
Jerusalem, sent probably by the San- 
hedrim, 

They asked bluntly at the outset, 
“Who are you?’”’ And John, knowing 
the question in their minds, replied un- 
equivocally, ‘‘I am not the Christ.’’ John 
was a strong man. He had a large 
popular following. Perhaps he was 
tempted for the moment to yield to the 
popular expectations. It would open the 
way to success, to power, and it would 
enable him to render a large service to 
his nation. 


Asks Dr. Hastings: 


“‘How many of us are content to ap- 
pear to others just as we are and just 
what we are? Do we not all recognize 
in human life continually, how strong 
this temptation is to h'de our real selves, 
to cover our ignorance, to appear to 
others a little better than we are and a 
little wiser, if only circumstances shall 
conspire to favor us?”’ 


But John was honest. As Goodspeed 
translates the passage, ‘He admitted— 
he made no attempt to deny it—he ad- 
mitted that he was not the Christ.”’ 

They asked him next: ‘‘What then? 
Are you Elijah?’’ (The scribes taught 
on the basis of Mal. 4:5 that Elijah 
would return before the Messiah and 
usher in the Messianic era). John re- 
plied, “I am not.’’ He meant that he 
was not Elijah in the literal sense ex- 
pected by the Jews. Jesus later de- 
clared that John fulfilled the old proph- 
ecy because he came in the spirit of 
Elijah and was the forerunner of the 
Messiah. 

But the deputation had another ques- 
tion to ask: ‘‘Are you the prophet?” 
The prophet referred to is the one men- 
tioned in Dt. 18:15. The scribes expected 
this promised prophet to usher in the 
Messianic reign; Peter tells us that it 
referred to the Messiah himself. John 
replied that he was not that prophet, 

Thus baffled, the deputies asked John 
to give them some positive account of 
himself, so that they might not go back 
to those who sent them without having 
accomplished the object of their mis- 
sion. John replied that he was a voice 
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crying in the wilderness, ‘‘Make straight 
the way of the Lord,’’ as the prophet 
Isaiah had said. 

But the deputation was not satisfied. 
If he was not the Messiah, or Elijah, or 
the promised prophet, what right had he 
to baptize Jews—the Chosen People—as 
though they were no better than the 


proselytes, who were baptized before 
they were admitted to the Jewish 
church? 


John answered, ‘‘I baptize with water” 
—a rite which cannot actually give men 
that change of heart which they must 
have if they are to enter the Kingdom of 
God—‘‘but among you stands one whom 
you do not know, even he who comes 
after me, the thong of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.”’ 

2. The Second Witness, 1:29-34. The 
next day John was standing with the 
usual crowd gathered about him. He 
saw Jesus coming toward him, probably 
just returned from the temptations in 
the wilderness. John could no longer 
hold his peace. His witness has four 
points. 

(1) Jesus is the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world. The 
beloved disciple who recorded these 
words gives us the best interpretation 
of their meaning. Read, and in this 
order, 1 John 3:5; 1:9; 2:2; 1:7. 

(2) Jesus ‘“‘ranks before me, for he 
was before me.’’ John seems to refer 
here to the pre-existence of Jesus. In 
this connection we note John’s admis- 
sion that he did not recognize that Jesus 
was the promised Messiah until he saw 
the heavens opened and the spirit in 
bodily form descending upon him, 

(3) Jesus is the one who is to baptize 
with the Holy Spirit. In other words he 
will bring into men’s lives a transform- 
ing spiritual power, which baptism with 
water—John’s baptism, or any baptism 
—can only symbolize. 

(4) Jesus is the Son of God, one who 
brings the perfect revelation of the di- 
vine nature. 

3. The Third Witness 1:35-37. The next 
day John was talking with two of his 
disciples, one of whom was Andrew and 
the other of whom was evidently John, 
the son of Zebedee, the author of the 
Gospel. John the Baptist saw Jesus in 
the distance, saying, ‘‘Behold, the Lamb 
of God.’’ He had borne the same wit- 
ness and greater on the previous day 
before an audience. On this occasion 
the two disciples, impressed by their 
leader’s words, went after Jesus. It 
seems that the most potent words spoken 
by John were words spoken not.to the 
multitudes, but dropped during the 
course of a conversation with two 
friends. It is probably personal witness 
of this sort that has meant most to us, 
and has won more disciples than any 
other. 
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NEW LIGHT FROM OLD LAMPS, By 
Roy L. Smith. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
New York & Nashville. 247 pp., $1.75. 

This distinguished Methodist minister 
has provided a book of thought-provok- 
ing devotional readings. On each page 
there is a quotation from both the King 
James Version and the Revised Stand- 
ard Version. This is followed by a short 
exposition which clearly shows the ex- 
cellencies of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion. It is valuable to ministers for 
sermonic material and to laymen as an 
interesting book for devotional reading. 
Adverse critics of the Revised Standard 
Version might have their eyes opened 
by a careful reading of this book. 

WILLIAM BOURNE CLEMMONS. 

Columbus, Ga. 





THE GOSPEL OF THE SPIRIT. 
Ernest C. Colwell and Eric L. Titus. 
Harper and Brothers, New York. 190 
pp., $2.50. 


The authors have an evident love for 
their theme. ‘It is not accidental,”’ 
says the opening sentence, ‘‘that the 
Fourth Gospel has provided some of the 
best loved and most deeply religious 
passages for generations of Christians.” 
The Gospel, they maintain, is a spiritual 
creation, highly dramatic and artistic, 
written with consummate skill, showing 
a deep understanding of the spirit of 
Jesus. At the same time their develop- 
ment of these ideas needs to be followed 
with critical caution, for there are too 
many suggestions that are unconvinc- 
ing. In their judgment the Gospel, while 
it is based on the real Jesus of Nazareth, 
handles its material with such freedom 
as to be more a creative work than a 
historical record. 

While they are careful to enlarge on 
the statement that their comments 
“should not be construed as minimizing 
the importance of the historical Jesus 
as viewed through the Synoptic tradi- 
tion,’’ this reader could not help feeling 
that there is a trend in that direction. 
That ‘‘the Fourth Gospel is an interpre- 
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tation of Jesus” (p. 21) is a true and 
innocent statement, but to make such 
statements as this, that ‘‘Pauline ideas 
are read back into the mind of Jesus, 
likewise the events of the book of Acts’’ 
(p. 43), can only affect the value of 
the Gospel for the ordinary reader. In 
places (p. 46) it is clearly intimated the 
writer of the Fourth Gospe] has not only 
interpreted and developed but has en- 
tirely created some of his material and 
even some of his characters. 

While other objections could be raised, 
nevertheless one who reads this book 
with his eyes open will find much to 
stimulate his thinking and to advance 
his understanding of the Gospel of John. 

J. J. MURRAY. 

Lexington, Va. 


THE UNITED STATES AND INDIA 
AND PAKISTAN. By W. Norman Brown. 
Harvard University Press. Cambridge. 
308 pp., $4.50. 

This little volume by the professor of 
Sanskrit at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania is a welcome addition to Harvard’s 


American Foreign Policy Library se- 
ries. Professor Brown learned Hindi in 
his boyhood as the son of a missionary 
in India. Later he taught at a college in 
Kashmir. Since teaching in his present 
post he has visited India four times. 
Few Americans have as much compe- 
tence as Professor Brown does in inter- 
preting the background and recent his- 
tory of India and Pakistan. The range 
of topics is broad and the treatment is 
objective and factual. In the main Dr. 
Brown is fair, although his sympathies 
are with India. What emerges is a very 
useful and readable introduction to con- 
temporary India, a brief and somewhat 
inadequate discussion of Pakistan, .and 
a single chapter discussing the relations 
between the United States and the two 
countries. This book can be highly rec- 
ommended to the layman who wants 
information and perspective on the tre- 
mendous problems which independence 
has brought to India and Pakistan. 


GEORGE L. ABERNETHY. 
Davidson, N. C, 
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MINIS Tens .c 
MENTION 


CHANGES 








L. W. Warren, Jr., Sumter, S. C., is to 
become pastor of the Memorial church, 
Columbus, Ga. 

David M. Currie, director of Campus 
Christian Life for the Assembly’s Board 
of Christian Education for the past three 
years, will be the pastor of the church 
at Texas City, Texas. 

William T. Magill from Farmington, 
Mo., to Excelsior Springs, Mo., Dec. 29. 

Charles W. Worth from Aberdeen, 
N. C., to the First church, Whiteville, 
N. C., 600 N. Franklin St., Jan, 1. 


J. Ernest Somerville, Central Park 
church, Birmingham, Ala., has accepted 
the call of the Franklin Street church, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Jack Powell from Madison, Fla., to 
the First church, Laredo, Texas. 


Foster Smith, of the North Georgia 
Conference of the Methodist church, has 
been received by Atlanta Presbytery in 
order that he may become assistant 
pastor of the Carrollton, Ga., church. 

Douglas Hix, who has served the 
Dallas, Ga., church has resigned in 
order to take graduate work at Duke 
University. 

Norman M. MacDowell, Bethany 
church, Route 4, Statesville, N. C., has 
begun his new work with the newly- 
organized Highlands church, Gainesville, 
Fla. Address: 935 N. E. 7th Ave. 

Marion G. Bradwell, formerly of the 
First church, Waycross, Ga., is now 
serving the First church, Albany, Ga. 

Richard G. Ryan, Vanderbilt, Texas, 
will become pastor of the Kerrville,, 
Texas, church January 1. 

Warren R. Hall, Jr., has resigned his 
Mexia, Texas, pastorate and he is now 
at 708 Williamson Drive, Bryan, Texas. 
where he is to become assistant pastor 
of the First church. 

Albert E. Dimmock, Pulaski, Tenn., 
has accepted appointment as associate 
secretary of evangelism with the Board 
of Church Extension in Atlanta (OUT- 
preached the installation sermon when 
LOOK, Nov. 30). He will assist synods 
in planning evangelistic efforts and will 
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also be available for help in planning 
community evangelistic programs. 

Ira B. Watson, Jr., has been released 
to inactive duty from the Navy Chap- 
laincy and will be at 4108 Wolcott Ave., 
Norfolk 13, Va., until he is relocated in 
a pastorate. 

The R. W. Reinholds, home on fur- 
lough from the Belgian Congo, are at 
1130 N. E. Cleveland, Clearwater, Fla. 

Charles S. Sydnor, Jr., from Tilford, 
Ky., to Leatherwood, Ky. 

J. Bruce Melton from Petersburg, 
Ind., to Greenwood, Ind. 

George T. Brown from Tokyo, Japan, 
to Presbyterian Mission, Yang Nim 
Dong, Kwangju, Cholla Namdo, Korea. 

Bruce A. Cumming is also at the same 
address as Mr. Brown. 


Joe B. Hopper is now at Presbyterian 
Mission, Chun-ju, North Chulla, Korea. 
Mrs. Hopper remains at 5—1 Chome, 
Fukazawa, Setagaya Ku, Tokyo, Japan. 

John R. MacKinnon, who recently 
completed a tour of active duty as an 
Air Force chaplain, has acepted a call 
to the First church, Cheraw, S. C. 


Gene Hager is now Chaplain (1/Lt) 
Richard E, Hager, 02270821, Hdq. 3rd 
Armored Div., Ft. Knox, Ky. He for- 
merly served the Emporia-Aberdour, 
Va., churches. 


DEATH 


Henry Ward Shannon, 73, of the 
Arvonia, Va., New Canton and Fork 
Union churches, died in a Richmond 
hospital Dec. 12. He had served the 
Arvonia field since 1941. From 1921 to 
1941 he served in Front Royal, Va. 


DCEs 


Katharine Mims, former student coum 
selor at Duke University, is now dire 
tor of Christian education in Westmig 
ster church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Evelyn Sadler (Mrs. Von P.) B 
has begun her new work on the staff 
Steele Creek church, Route 3, Charlo 
n. < 


SPRUNT LECTURES 


Featured speaker during the Sp 
Lectures at Union Seminary in Virgi 
March 1-5, will be A. M. Hunter, pre 
fessor of biblical criticism, Aberdeen) 
Scotland. His topic is, ‘‘The Creed q 
St. Paul and the Man of Today.’’ George 
D. Heaton, Myers Park Baptist church) 
Charlotte, N. C., is the auxiliary lee 
turer. In addition, three professors wil 
deliver their inaugural addresses: Bak! 
mer H. Kelly, biblical theology; Roberf| 
W. Kirkpatrick, preaching; and Wm. B 
Oglesby, Jr., pastoral counseling. 
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